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News reporis on suspension of Peira promotion haseless

By Dalya Dajani

AMRAN - Tourism awthorities on Monday refited tecent news reports alleging that promotions
for the ancient city of Petra were put on hold pending an outstanding issue with the
HewTWonders (M7W) Foundation.

Eatlier this week, local media reports quoted an unnamed source as saying that the Kingdom halted
its promotion of Petra in light of demands by the foundation re garding revenue sharing,

The source said the foundation requested competition winners pay a percentage of revenus eamed
during the promotion of their sites, adding that promotional efforts were suspended Lo avoid
possibls legal ramifications

An official at the Jordan Toutism Board (TTE), the Kingdom’s main entity for promoting Jordan’s
toutism sites abroad, described the allsgations as baseless.

“The infosmation is not true and we are moving ahead with our promuotion of Petra as nosmal and
even stronger than before,” ITE Managing Director Hayef Al Fayiz told The Jordan Times.

“Fetra is a national treasure and we will continue to utilise this treasure to promote the Kingdom
and this unigue site to the best of our abilities,” he added.

The JTE official said he was unawate of any outstanding issus hetwesn the NTW Foundation and
Jordan pertaining to revenue sharing, noting the issus in question could bs the copyright
conditions set by the foundation re garding the use ofits logo

Fayiz explained that as with any entity ot company with copyrights, the N7W Foundation allows
free use of its logo fot promotional purposes but charges a royalty when it iz used for commercial
putposes.

He said the JTE, which uses the lago for its promotional materials on Petra, received the NTWW
Foundation's approval several months ago

From Brussels, the head of communications of the NTW Foundation, Tia Vieting, told The Jordan
Tites she was unaware of any issus regarding the reported statement, noting that it may have
hesn related to, or canfused with, their conditions regarding the use of the loga

“& 5 anonprofit organisation, the N7W Foundation does protect its copyright from misuge, as do
all organisations,” Vieting said.

“We have certain rules 1o protect our copyrights where the use of pur loga is concemed, but we
da not have any issue or problem with Jordan,” she added

The media official said the foundation is continuing to promots the Mew 7 Wanders and that plans
are under way to officially inaugurats Petra as a new wonder this year

According to Viering, the inauguration was postponed due to both time restraints and logistical
issues, noting that the date fell near the November elections.

“We had hoped to inaugurate Fetra as the first of the New 7 Wonders of
the World - and had initially discussed doing so in December with the former
minister of tourism, Osama Dabbas,” she said.

“Howerer, due to logistics, this did not provs possibls” Vieting addsd

Az anonprofit entity relying on revenues to sustain itself, the N7W Foundation had asked
competition witmers to secure funding for their own inaugurations.

“Of eourse, like all organisations, fom the UN to Amnesty Intemational, Creenpeace, Hike and
FIF4, we must ensure that our work ean go on - and this means that we cannol eontinue Lo do all
the work for the Hew 7 Wonders partners and participants and pay for it out of our own pockels,
which is what we did for most of Lhe past campaign” said Viering,

“Far Petra and any other of the Mew T Wonders of the World to be inaugurated, the N7W
Foundation needs local or regional sponsors,” she added.

She said the foundation welcomed inguities from compandes and other organisations whao would
like to partner with them,

Officials at the Ministry of Tourism were unavailable for comment after repeated ealls, but a souree
there said they expected the inanguration Lo be held in February.

According to Viering, the official inauguration is considersd important Lo highlight the sits as a
national treasure and alsn ta thank voters for their support during the campaign

She said due to the goodwill and visibility gamered by participants, the attraction of the new
wonders contitues to be global, noting that an increasing number of companies and organisations
are interested in associating themselves with Petra and the other wonders

Hew 7 Wonders of Nature

IMeanwhile, Jordan may once again be st the centre of global sttention as Wadi Rum has been
nominated in a second competition organised by the NTW Foundation, this tims highlighting
natursl treasures in the world. The New 7 Wonders of Mature campaign has drawn nominations of
soms 200 natural sites since July 7 last year, including Mount Sinai and the White Nils in both
Egypt and Sudan

Nominess from Aftica inchade Lake [szue in Tunisia, Erg Chebbi Dunes in horocco, Victoria Falls
between Zambia and Zimbabwe, Kruger Parkin South Aftica and Mount Kiliminjaro in Tanzania,
The only other site nominated from the Arab region so faris Yemen's Socotra Archipelago.

The N7W panel of experts, under the leadership of former UNESCO director general Federico
Mayor, will announce the shortlist of 21 selected candidates from the top-ranked 77 official
supperted nominees in Janvary 2009, The 21 finalists will then be put to a popular vete and the
New 7 Wondezs of Nature announced in the summer of 2010

Campsign organisers say only nominees with official supporting committess can becoms a finalist

According Vieting, although Jordan has expresssd interest, no committes has been formad as yel
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